[bookmark: X5a48ab5e0ac80f0f82e37d24a84fb65f5e5b906]Systematic Literature Review Protocol Template
Student Name:
Student ID:
Program:
Supervisor:
Date:

[bookmark: X9357c4ac049ac032b1211652ef9a6c8efaedb2d]1. Title
[Working title of your systematic literature review. This may evolve slightly as you refine your question, but should clearly indicate the topic and scope.]

[bookmark: X74c579f767cbc80f767bbb4c31e48475c04b06f]2. Background and Rationale
[Provide a brief explanation of why this topic is important and why a systematic literature review is appropriate. Address: What gap in knowledge does this review aim to fill? Why is this question relevant now? This section should be 150 to 300 words.]

[bookmark: X29ced1f3248fecfd40f28c038e55aa3bc34c11b]3. Research Question
[State your structured research question using PICO, SPIDER, or PCC. Present the framework you used in table format, then write out the complete question as a single sentence.]
Framework used: [PICO / SPIDER / PCC — delete as appropriate]
	Element
	Your answer

	P (Population/Sample)
	

	I (Intervention/Phenomenon of Interest)
	

	C (Comparison/Concept)
	

	O (Outcome)
	


Research question:
[Write your complete question here as a single sentence.]

[bookmark: X751ca390d9a8afa8cb6c90489a08a0242bcbb67]4. Eligibility Criteria
Define the explicit rules that will determine which studies are included in or excluded from your review. Be as specific as possible.
[bookmark: X7966fadf0ed7ca92b5a069d3625d82f2db9e7c0]4.1 Inclusion Criteria
	Criterion
	Description

	Publication date
	Example: January 2015 to December 2025

	Language
	Example: English and German

	Study type
	Example: Peer-reviewed journal articles, conference proceedings

	Geographic scope
	Example: European Union member states

	Sector/context
	Example: Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

	Population
	Example: Mid-level managers, employees in knowledge work roles

	Other criteria
	[Add any additional criteria relevant to your question]


[bookmark: Xfedc1947588b79cdd7bb0bcbe3e8b3fe6376f69]4.2 Exclusion Criteria
[List specific types of studies or contexts that will be excluded. Examples: grey literature, opinion pieces, editorials without empirical data, studies focused solely on large corporations, non-English/non-German sources.]

[bookmark: X448d2924889884423e37ff0c04acf198493ed68]5. Search Strategy
[bookmark: X6baceeaf4a7b16d3aaa70665c6d900f666c3384]5.1 Databases to Be Searched
[List all databases you will search. Recommended for business students: Business Source Complete (EBSCO) / JSTOR. Google Scholar may be used as a supplementary source for grey literature.]
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
[bookmark: X24073ca1d388ffa04b8100c8bebe63a8b8d8e8b]5.2 Search Terms and Strings
[Document your complete Boolean search string for each database. If strings vary by database due to different controlled vocabularies, record each variation. Show how your search terms connect to your research question framework.]
Example format:
Database: Business Source Complete
Search string: (("agile project management" OR "scrum" OR "kanban") AND ("employee productivity" OR "project delivery") AND ("retail" OR "SME*"))
Filters applied: Date range 2015–2025, English language, peer-reviewed
Date of search: [To be completed when search is executed]
Results: [To be completed when search is executed]

[Repeat for each database]

[bookmark: X35a6df36153df1f2301928952896128ca71bca2]5.3 Additional Search Methods
[Will you search reference lists of included studies? Will you contact authors for unpublished work? Will you hand-search key journals? Document any supplementary methods here.]

[bookmark: X75869a12f065976694005b5f7cd8ad366746d43]6. Screening Process
[bookmark: X9c97f087f3db4433f88b74b1b0cc7ff93a05915]6.1 Title and Abstract Screening
[Describe how you will screen titles and abstracts. Will you work alone or with a second screener? What happens if there is disagreement?]
Screeners: [Your name / your name + second screener]
Tool: [Rayyan / Covidence / Excel spreadsheet]
Conflict resolution: [Example: disagreements resolved through discussion; if unresolved, supervisor consulted]
[bookmark: X76322427cb5846691ce0db32ae8bbe7b5df5e10]6.2 Full-Text Screening
[Describe the process for obtaining and screening full texts. What will you do if a full text is not accessible via the library?]
Tool: [Same as above or different tool]
Inaccessible full texts: [Example: contact authors directly]

[bookmark: X27434baac3a63d241b2b69faea5ac7cde25d8a2]7. Quality Appraisal
[bookmark: X32fd1ee2b3ada8b32b752fef2361816a9012024]7.1 Appraisal Tool
[Name the quality appraisal tool you will use. Common options: CASP checklists, Mixed Methods Appraisal Tool (MMAT), JBI Critical Appraisal Tools.]
Tool selected: [Name and citation]
[bookmark: Xf113155ac3733134de785f56643381446e30b43]7.2 How Quality Will Affect Inclusion
[Will you exclude studies that score below a certain threshold, or will you retain all studies but discuss quality differences in your synthesis? Be explicit.]

[bookmark: Xcde4b79d8245a5eb161534f8f2931d4e894fa3a]8. Data Extraction
[bookmark: Xa77bb936c7bf7146dca7438f05165fe5100401f]8.1 Data Extraction Form
[List the fields you will extract from each included study. Attach your blank data extraction form as an appendix or link to a separate spreadsheet.]
Fields to be extracted:
· Author(s)
· Year of publication
· Country/region of study
· Study design/method
· Sample size and characteristics
· Key findings relevant to research question
· Limitations noted by authors
· [Add other fields as needed]
[bookmark: Xb3167692a2c88ad045a3296cac4b7f48968d5e5]8.2 Who Will Extract Data
[Will you extract data alone, or will a second person verify a sample of extractions?]

[bookmark: X367a9dabe4edd2b9c31148473633182e16bf33a]9. Synthesis Method
[Describe how you will synthesise the findings from included studies. For most business theses, this will be narrative synthesis organised thematically. If you plan meta-analysis, justify why and specify the statistical approach.]
Method: [Narrative synthesis / thematic analysis / meta-analysis]
Approach: [Example: findings will be grouped thematically according to recurring concepts; contradictions and gaps will be identified and discussed.]

[bookmark: X852211bb796a3c754aeb518d331b9f915b4a32c]10. Timeline
[Provide estimated completion dates for each stage. Be realistic; systematic reviews take time.]
	Stage
	Planned completion date

	Protocol finalisation and supervisor approval
	

	Database searches completed
	

	Title/abstract screening completed
	

	Full-text screening completed
	

	Quality appraisal completed
	

	Data extraction completed
	

	Synthesis and write-up completed
	



[bookmark: X0005a700610929b29863cbb1604812eb4ce9c69]11. Protocol Registration
[Will you register this protocol on PROSPERO or OSF? If yes, provide the registration number once obtained. If no, state why.]
Registration planned: [Yes / No]
Platform: [PROSPERO / OSF / Not applicable]
Registration number: [To be completed after registration]
Reason if not registering: [Example: This is a thesis-level review not intended for publication; registration is not required by the institution.]

[bookmark: X6e11a2c30da80b3de029a7a9da0cc52e3b1006d]12. Amendments to Protocol
[If you need to make changes to this protocol after beginning your search, document them here with a date and justification. This maintains transparency.]
	Date
	Section amended
	Reason for amendment

	
	
	



[bookmark: X9ae8921e4c2fb5135227cff1d8a602ac435e86a]13. Supervisor Approval
Supervisor signature:
Date:

Note to students: Save this completed protocol as part of your thesis documentation. Include it as an appendix in your final thesis submission, or reference it in your methodology chapter. A well-documented protocol demonstrates rigour and allows your examiners to evaluate your method independently of your findings.
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